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valuable articles should be landed, and they go in search of
the Frenchman. They issued from the harbour one after
the other, with their boats ahead, and the commanding
officer's ship leading. Behind a point, not far from the
town, they found the galleon near the mouth of a river.
The headmost ship not daring to attack her alone (non
osando manometterla), delayed operations until the other
ships could join. The Frenchmen, surprised at this delay,
and attributing it to fear of attacking them, began to fire a
few guns, which so intimidated the crew of the headmost
ship that, without making any attempt at defence, in the most
cowardly manner they left the ship and ran away on shore.
One of the other ships was not far astern, but seeing this
abandonment of the commanding officer's ship, its crew fol-
lowed the vile example, and so they did on board the third
ship. Wherefore the Frenchmen, who were at first alarmed,
and made sure they should be taken prisoners, with great
exultation took possession of the three ships. Returning to
the Avana they now demanded a similar sum to that they
had before for the ransom of the town; and then departed.
After this, the Spaniards began to build the houses of
stone; and on the borders of the port they erected a fortress,
mounted with some large guns, to defend them from the
French. This town lies in a plain near the sea, on the east-
ern side; it is built like a house that has the door well pro-
tected, but is open on all other sides, without any walls, so
that people can enter it wherever they like. The French,
aware of this fort which the Spaniards had erected at the
entrance of the port, went to the river Chiorera, about six
miles distant, and suddenly disembarking at midnight, en-
tered the town by early dawn (quarto del? alba). The Span-
iards were all asleep, but hearing a noise quitted their beds,
and some by one door and some by another fled to the woods.
Thus did the French take the city which the Spaniards had
founded in this country.